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In Bloom:  

The meadow area is entered again in the RHS “It’s Your Neighbourhood” competition and 

also in the South & South East in Bloom’s competition in the category “Our Community”. 

Our judge Guy Clifford will be visiting the site on Thursday 30th June at 1.30pm. Ahead of 

this day we are organising our Summer Work Party for Saturday 25th June at 10am. 

Please do come along and help if you can, all ages are very welcome. Tasks will include 

dead heading and removal of docks from bund and stream edge, creation of bundles for 

reinforcement of the stream, litter pick and general spring clean. 

 

Additionally we continue to take an active role with our local group, Storrington in Bloom. 

The village entry is being judged on Thursday 7th July. Their next clean up event will take 

place on Sunday 3rd July: 10.00-12.00 everyone welcome meet at Place Villerest (opposite 

HSBC). 

 

Fundraising:  

We had a great day at the Duck Race on 8th May, helped by the weather and presence of a bar!! Thank you so much to 

everybody for the generous donations of tombola prizes. The event raised just over £125. 

  

Native habitat development:  

During March, six black poplar trees were planted alongside the edge of the stream. 

According to the Forestry Commission the black poplar is the most endangered native 

timber tree in Britain. The trees were provided by Wakehurst Place and are all listed on a 

national database for future tracking. 

 

Together with the efforts of our volunteers at our Spring Work Party in digging out some 

of the non-native Sycamore, Norway Maple and Ash suckers in the wooded area to 

encourage the Hazel to thrive we are making progress in encouraging native tree species 

in the area. 

 

The River Stor is also part of The Rother Riverfly Scheme which monitors the health of rivers in the Arun and Western 

Streams catchment in West Sussex. Regular water quality monitoring is the best way of determining the overall health of 

our rivers and streams. Data can be used to establish a baseline of water quality or identify pollution problems. Surveying 

for riverflies (freshwater invertebrates) is ideal due to their sensitivity to pollution. Through this scheme, volunteers will 

be collecting samples from the riverbed at Meadowside each month using a technique called ‘kick sampling’ and 

recording the presence and abundance of eight riverfly groups. So don’t be alarmed if you see someone you don’t 

recognise collecting samples of water. 

 

We are also working together with Horsham District Council to further improve the environment for flora and fauna 

along the chalk stream (see over for details) AND during the summer we intend to carry out an insect and bird count in 

order to ensure that all of the wildlife in our area is reported back through Sussex Wildlife Trusts. Please do contact us if 

you are interested in supporting any of our activities. 

 



MEADOWSIDE HABITAT IMPROVEMENT WORKS

Many residents will remember that, in 2002, Horsham District Council and
improve the chalk stream on the stretch of the River Stor which flows through Meadowside. The work
channelized river stretch to re meander through the estate. The long term aim of this project was
banks of the stream and also to improve bank erosion. The f

 Creation of pools and riffles to offer the potential o

 Creation of backwater habitats to create areas of slow energy waters to encourage favourable habita
the local Water Vole population found within the River Stor. The creatio
opportunity for an increase in valuable marginal flora recolonisation

Planned work to be carried out in End of July beginning of August 2016

In partnership with Horsham District Council, we
to carry out additional habitat improvement works along the River Stor. The improvement work to be 
with the work carried out in 2002, with some additional habitat improvements aimed at minimising some of the site pressures
introducing marginal riparian flora by the planting of plu
the following: 

 Create additional back water towards the 
the soil and placing spoilage in the woodland area. Once the backwater shape has been
the last part of this development will be to cut into the River Stor to enable the flow of water to 
fill the backwater area 

 Install a wooden stake revetment along the river to help 
deflector design of Chestnut stakes will be hammer
chalk aggregate 

 Narrow the dog splash area by creating an inert faggot spilling of birch which is stake
bank and then back filled with a chalk aggregate. The main aim of this will re
the bank erosion through dog use and promote marginal riparian flora and offer potential areas 
for Water Vole to burrow. Although this area will be narrowed it will still leave an opportunity for 
dogs to enter the river 

 Carry out improvements to the existing backwater in place by removing some of the dense 
vegetation and build up of silt generated since the 2002 installation and lowering the mouth to enable it to flow and hold 
water. This will be dug again by the digger on site and spoil

 Plant native riparian flora in the form of plug plants that have been cultivated from seed stocks sourced by Sussex Wildlife 
Trust and grown by Kew at Wakehurst Place. These species are found naturally along the River Arun catchm
Meadowside have agreed to assist with this work)

Although the timing of this project is not favourable 
breeding and Water Vole activities are relatively high
for works during the winter period. 

Stuart Card, the Community Engagement Office for Horsham District Council
explain to anyone the aim of the works and precautions taken if there are any questions. Friends of Meadowside are supportive of 
the works subject to certain requests and look forward to seeing the improvements in the area.

 

Events:  

Unfortunately due to logistical difficulties we have had to postpone our visit to Ter

instead plan to go next year. A 

the school holidays. Further details will follow if funding is available.

 

Bin Scheme:  

With some perseverance we have now managed to 
place at Meadowside. Discussions are taking place as to location although it is felt that one should be located around the 
outside of the meadow as you walk up from Hanover Walk to Meadowside, the other is likely to be positioned in the 
meadow near to a bench. Neither Horsham District Council 
bins so we are looking for volunteers to help 
removed waste to be placed in their usual household waste bin for collection.
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